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Your Majesties the Emperor and Empress, Distin-
guished guests and Participants,

It is my great honor and pleasure to open the 41st
World Veterinary Association Congress today in the
gracious presence of Their Majesties the Emperor
and Empress.

I would like to extend my warmest welcome to all
veterinarians, researchers, and participants from
around the world, and to express my sincere appreci-
ation to former Prime Minister of Japan, Taro Aso,
Dr. Emmanuelle Souberyan, the Director General of
the World Organization for Animal Health, as well as
other distinguished guests, for honoring us with
their presence.

It has been 31 years since this congress was last
held in Japan, in Yokohama in 1995.

The 1995 congress was the first ever held in Asia
and marked a significant milestone in its history.
It took place shortly after the Great Hanshin Awaji
Earthquake, during a time of severe national hard-
ship, yet veterinarians and veterinary professionals
across Japan united in solidarity and successfully
hosted the congress.

That spirit of resilience and unity continues to sus-
tain and inspire us today.

Our world has changed greatly.

We now face serious global challenges, including
the spread of infectious diseases, worsening environ-
mental problems, and the loss of biodiversity.

These issues are making us rethink the relationship
between human society and the natural environment
more than ever before.

In addition, conflicts continue in Ukraine and the
Middle East.

Lives and the health of both humans and animals are
being lost, and our planet is facing a severe environ-
mental crisis.

To overcome these challenges and pass on a safe
and beautiful Earth to future generations, it is essen-
tial to embrace the concept of One Health and to
take action to transform our societies.

With this awareness, the theme of this congress is
“One Health for a Better Tomorrow: Veterinary
Medicine Holds the Key.”

Over the course of the congress, we expect approxi-
mately 6,000 experts in animal health, public health,
and environmental sciences from around 70 coun-
tries and regions to participate.

They will engage in active discussions on global
issues related to veterinary medicine.

Veterinary medicine is not limited to the health of
animals.

It also plays a vital role in public health, food produc-
tion, and environmental protection.

I am confident that this congress will make a signifi-
cant contribution to building a safer and more
secure world through the sharing of knowledge and
international cooperation.

At the same time, we must remember that One
Health requires cooperation across countries and
disciplines, and all members of society.

We also have a responsibility to pass on this irre-
placeable global environment to the next generation.
For this reason, it is important that this congress
provides an opportunity for the general public —
especially young people — to learn about One
Health and to think about their own future.

As part of this effort, we will hold public lectures
open to citizens.

We hope that many people will join us in these
efforts.

In closing, I sincerely hope that this congress will
serve as a place for veterinarians and researchers to
exchange knowledge and deepen their expertise.
while also building new connections with the public,
especially the younger generation, and helping to
spread the One Health concept throughout society.

With these thoughts, I would like to declare the
opening of this congress.
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Your Majesties the Emperor and Empress,
Distinguished guests and Participants,

Good morning,

Welcome to the World Veterinary Association Con-
gress 2026 hosted by the Japan Veterinary Medical
Association and the Science Council of Japan. A
great deal of work has gone into planning for this
gathering, and we are delighted to be here!

I would like to start by thanking the JVMA and their
president, our President Elect, Dr. Isao Kurauchi,
for their hard work in making this Congress possi-
ble located here in this lovely architectural gem. I

FI3 Vay . wa s RRENAS

thank all those involved.

We are especially honored today by the presence of
Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress! Their
being here acknowledges how important veterinary
medicine is to, not only Japan, but to the entire
world! On behalf of the World Veterinary Associa-
tion, thank you! Arigatou gozaimasu.

Additionally, I would like to thank our distinguished
guests joining us here today!, Vice Minister Suzuki
Hayato, Minister Suzuki Norikazu, and Governor
Koike Yuriko. Their presence here underscores the
critical role that veterinary medicine holds in soci-
ety.

A lot is planned during the next four days in the way
of excellent educational opportunities and the JVMA
has put together an outstanding program. WVA adds
programs through our four working groups. We
have seminars planned on veterinary education,
medicine stewardship, and animal welfare. One of
our highlights is also our One Health Summit which
will address zoonotic and emerging diseases, antimi-
crobial resistance, and global environmental chal-
lenges.

I would like to recognize and thank Dr. Emmanuelle
Soubeyran, Director General of WOAH, who is join-
ing us for this and our Congress.

As we look to the future of our profession, it is essen-
tial that Asia continues strengthening the accredita-
tion of veterinarians, linked closely to structured
professional development and lifelong learning,
such as provided here at WVAC 2026.

I must acknowledge and thank our entire Council
for their service during this last two-year term, as
well as the additional volunteers that serve the
WVA. A special thanks must be given to our incredi-
ble dedicated secretariat.
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I would also like to recognize Dr. Rafael Laguens for
his many years of service as he ends his term as
immediate past president.

Again, please take the opportunity to avail your-
selves to all that we have planned this week. [ am

confident that you will find superb education,
extraordinary hospitality, camaraderie, and collegiali-
ty. Enjoy the culture, history and natural beauty of
all that Tokyo and Japan have to offer.

Douzo tanoshinde kudasai!

Distinguished Guests,

It gives me great pleasure to have this opportuni-
ty to join you today, as the 41st World Veterinary
Association Congress is convened here in
Tokyo, bringing together veterinarians and
experts of various fields from many countries
and regions around the world. I am also delight-
ed that, since the World Veterinary Congress
was held in Japan in 1995 for the first time in
Asia, it is now being held here again after 31
years.

In our society, which is supported in many ways
by the presence of animals, veterinarians are
facing the lives of animals every day and have
dedicated themselves as professionals to protect
their health and welfare. In addition, extending
beyond the clinical care of animals, veterinari-
ans have long played vital roles across a wide
range of fields through their advanced scientific
and professional expertise and its practical appli-
cation. I would like to express my deep respect
for the dedication and contributions that veteri-
narians have made to society.

My family has shared our lives with various ani-
mals, including three rescued dogs and four res-
cued cats that we have cared for. We have
received much joy and comfort from them, and
each of these lives has always been something

B2 X

irreplaceable to us. In protecting the health and
well-being of these animals, we are deeply grate-
ful to veterinarians and to the staff of the animal
hospital, who have constantly provided devoted
care for them. Through this, we have a deep
feeling of appreciation for the work of veterinari-
ans who strive to protect the health and save the
lives of animals.

In recent years, the concept of “One Health,”
which views human health, animal health, and
the soundness of the environment as an integrat-
ed whole, has been attracting increasing atten-
tion both in Japan and internationally. It has
come to my understanding that under this con-
cept, veterinarians are expected more to address
zoonotic diseases, implement measures for the
prevention and control of infectious diseases in
livestock, ensure food safety, promote public
health through the prudent use of antimicrobial
agents, and undertake a wide range of other
responsibilities.

These include the monitoring of wildlife health
and the rescue and care of animals in times of
disaster. These practices of One Health, carried
out in cooperation with professionals in various
fields, including medicine and environmental
science, contribute to reducing risks to society
as a whole, and their significance is growing
ever greater beyond the boundaries of nations
and academic disciplines.

In conclusion, I sincerely hope that this Con-
gress will serve as a valuable opportunity for
veterinarians and experts of different fields
from around the world to share knowledge,
deepen cooperation, and open new paths toward
the future. I also trust that it will contribute to
the realization of a society in which humans and
animals can live together in harmony, and to a
better future for the world.

Thank you very much.
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Congratulatory Address (Read on Behalf)

Prime Minister TAKAICHI Sanae

Prime Minister of Japan

HHES5 il e (R

BOTHEREEH SV LELT, BrooRFEE 88T
WhEEET

WBICRD T2, BT, HAWAEZELAT
Wie7EE, SRR, 2027 FITHHE TR S5 [Green
XxEXP02027] T, 3 FLHATELI L ZRELAIZ
BELLTVWET.

aEmRPEREXE (GH5)

Today, in the gracious presence of Their Majesties
the Emperor and Empress, I would like to extend
my sincere congratulations on the opening of the
41st World Veterinary Association Congress, held in
Japan for the first time in 31 years under the joint
auspices of the Japan Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion and the Science Council of Japan.

The World Veterinary Association, as an internation-
al organization uniting veterinarians and related
bodies worldwide, has made significant contribu-
tions to building global networks to protect animals,
people, and society. The Japan Veterinary Medical
Association has likewise contributed to improving
animal health and welfare and to advancing veteri-
nary medicine in Asia and beyond through interna-
tional collaboration. I express my deep appreciation
for the longstanding efforts of both organizations.

I also commend the Science Council of Japan for
advancing science and promoting its application
across government, industry, and everyday life, and
for contributing to the advancement of scholarship,
including veterinary science, through collaboration
with the global academic community.

Veterinarians play essential roles in areas such as
animal health, food safety and security, and the pre-
vention and control of zoonotic diseases. From the
perspective of One Health, which recognizes the
close interconnection among humans, animals, and
the environment, their role is of great importance.

The Takaichi Administration is committed to
addressing zoonotic disease threats through a cross-
sectoral One Health approach, promoting coopera-
tion among the human, animal, and environmental
health sectors to protect the lives and health of the
people and ensure food security.

It is my hope that this Congress, convened here in
Tokyo and bringing together veterinarians and other
professionals from around the world, will further
strengthen collaboration through discussions under
the theme “The Future of Veterinary Medicine
Shaped by One Health.”

In closing, I sincerely wish all participants good
health and continued success.
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Good evening, everyone.

First of all, I would like to express my sincere appre-
ciation to former Prime Minister of Japan, Mr. Taro
Aso, Minister for Internal affairs and Communica-
tions Mr. Yoshimasa Hayashi, Minister of Finance
Ms. Satsuki Katayama, Chair of the Liberal Demo-
cratic Party Members’ General Assembly in the
House of Councillors Mr. Masaji Matsuyama, Gover-
nor of Tokyo Ms. Yuriko Koike Governor of Fukuoka
Prefecture Mr. Seitaro Hattori, Honorary President
of the Japan Medical Association Dr. Yoshitake
Yokokura, President of the Japan Medical Associa-
tion Dr. Kichiro Matsumoto, as well as many other
distinguished guests, for honoring us with their
presence despite their busy schedules.

My name is Isao Kurauchi, and I have the honor of
serving as President of the Tokyo Congress. I have
also recently assumed the role of President of the
World Veterinary Association.

As we approach the final day of the congress, we can

look back on what has been a truly meaningful gath-
ering.

With the participation of approximately 6,000 people
from 70 countries and regions, we have had very
active and fruitful discussions.

I am confident that the ideas and insights shared
here will make a significant contribution to the
future development of veterinary medicine.

Last week, I had the honor of briefing Their Majes-
ties the Emperor and Empress, as well as Her Impe-
rial Highness Princess Aiko, on the promotion of
One Health.

On that occasion, I was asked what inspired me to
devote myself to One Health.

My answer lies in the philosophy of Albert Sch-
weitzer — reverence for all living things.

This philosophy was introduced to me by Ms. Kazu-
ko Aso, the mother of former Prime Minister Taro
Aso, who is with us today.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express
my deep appreciation to Mr. Aso for his longstand-
ing support of the Japan Veterinary Medical Associa-
tion.

I would further like to extend my sincere gratitude
to the distinguished members of the National Diet
who have supported the promotion of One Health.

Minister Hayashi kindly facilitated the issuance of
stamps for the World Veterinary Association Con-
gress, which have been very well received.

Minister Katayama has compiled the 2026 national
budget, which includes measures to promote One
Health.

Chair Matsuyama raised the importance of One
Health during a representative question session in
the House of Councillors, drawing a positive
response from the Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi
regarding its promotion.

Guided by this principle, and with the support of
many of you here today, I have been working to pro-
mote One Health.

My efforts began in my home prefecture of Fukuo-
ka, and I now hope to expand these efforts across
Japan and further to the world.

At this point, I would like to introduce Governor
Seitaro Hattori of Fukuoka Prefecture, with whom I
have been working closely to advance One Health
initiatives, together with the Fukuoka Prefectural
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Assembly.
May I ask Governor Hattori and the members con-
cerned to please stand.

I hope that during this dinner, you will take the
opportunity to enjoy conversations and deepen your
connections with Governor Hattori and with many
other distinguished guests.

We have also prepared a special program, including
a performance of breaking dance, for your enjoy-
ment.

Now, please enjoy this evening, and I hope you will
have a wonderful and fruitful time as we look ahead
to tomorrow’s finale.

Thank you very much.
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Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
My name is Isao Kurauchi, and I have had the honor
of serving as President of this Congress.

It is my great pleasure to offer a few closing remarks.
With the participation of approximately 6,000 veteri-
narians, researchers, and professionals from 70
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countries and regions, I am truly delighted that we
have been able to bring the 41st World Veterinary
Association Congress to a successful conclusion.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all
those who contributed to the organization of this
congress, and also to extend my heartfelt apprecia-
tion to all participants.

Over the past four days, under the theme “One
Health for a Better Tomorrow: Veterinary Medicine
Holds the Key,” we have witnessed active and fruit-
ful discussions among experts from various fields.

As one of the key outcomes of this congress, the
“WVA One Health Tokyo Declaration” was adopted,
clearly demonstrating a shared international commit-
ment to advancing One Health.

The knowledge and experience shared at this con-
gress will make a significant contribution to the
future development of veterinary medicine, and will
also serve as an important guide for safeguarding
the health of people, animals, and the environment.

I sincerely hope that the connections and trust built
during this congress will continue to grow and lead
to concrete actions across the world.

I have also recently assumed the role of President of
the World Veterinary Association.

I fully recognize the responsibility this entails, and I
am committed to working together with all of you to
further advance One Health and the development of
veterinary medicine.

Finally, the next World Veterinary Association Con-
gress will be held in Mexico.

I very much look forward to seeing you again there.
Until then, I wish you all the very best, and I hope to
see you in Mexico.
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The WVA One Health Tokyo Declaration 2026
41st World Veterinary Association Congress (WVAC Tokyo)

Humans, animals, and the environment are bound together in a relationship of profound interde-
pendence within the shared ecosystem of our planet, forming an inseparable whole. The philoso-
phy of One Health, which recognizes the health of people, animals, and the environment as intrinsi-
cally interconnected, constitutes a foundational principle for addressing the complex and interwo-
ven challenges confronting the global community today.

The emergence and re-emergence of zoonotic diseases, the accelerating spread of antimicrobial
resistance (AMR), health crises arising from climate change and natural disasters, and challenges
to food security transcend national borders and exert mutual influence. Effectively responding to
these challenges requires sustained collaboration among human medicine, veterinary medicine,
environmental sciences, and their respective academic disciplines, together with coordinated
engagement by governmental authorities and civil society, guided by robust scientific evidence.

Safeguarding the health and integrity of humans, animals, and the environment is a shared respon-
sibility that extends beyond national and regional boundaries. Building upon the spirit and achieve-
ments of the Fukuoka Declaration of 2016 and the Asia One Health Fukuoka Declaration of 2022,
we reaffirm in Tokyo our collective commitment to the principles set forth below. Anchored in
partnership with local communities and advanced through dialogue and cooperation in harmony
with the international community, we hereby declare our shared responsibility to bequeath a sus-
tainable, resilient, and peaceful future to succeeding generations, and proclaim this commitment
as the One Health Tokyo Declaration 2026.

Fundamental Principles

1. To recognize the health of humans, animals, and the environment as inseparable and mutual-
ly reinforcing, and to address them through integrated approaches, with particular empha-
sis on regional policies and their effective implementation.

2. To advance cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary collaboration among physicians, veterinari-
ans, academic and research institutions, governmental authorities, and civil society, while
strengthening international cooperation.

3. To reinforce information sharing and international collaboration in the prevention and con-
trol of zoonotic diseases and antimicrobial resistance (AMR), and to promote the responsi-
ble use of antimicrobials, the strengthening of surveillance systems, and the advancement
of research and innovation.

4. To embed the One Health approach within education and human resource development,
thereby cultivating the next generation of professionals equipped to lead and sustain these
efforts.

5. To place strong emphasis on the conservation of biodiversity and the integrity of ecosys-
tems, contributing to the establishment of sustainable and resilient societal foundations.

6. In responding to urgent challenges in the fields of public health, animal health, and environ-
mental protection, to act in close coordination with relevant stakeholders, ensuring timely,
proportionate, and science-based responses.
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