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Training Program for Asian Veterinarians II (TP-FAV II)
during the COVID-19 pandemic
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(Department of Veterinary Services Malaysia °
Training venue : University of Miyazaki)
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It was a great pleasure to be able to join the Train-
ing Program for Asian Veterinarians (TP-FAV II) in
year 2022-2023. Initially scheduled at 2020, the pro-
gram was postponed for 2 years because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The uncertainty of whether
the program will be cancelled is terrifying, and the
waiting also caused anxiety. However, because of the
extra 2 years, I had more time to prepare myself
before going to Japan, such as studying Japanese
and develop video-editing skills.
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Unexpected quarantine
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During the first week orientation in Tokyo, one of
the trainees was infected with COVID-19. Being a
close contact to him, everyone has to be quarantined
in hotel room for 5 days. It was something unexpect-
ed and we were required to extend our stay in
Tokyo. During this period of time, JVMA staffs took
care of us by sending meals to our hotel.
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After that, we were sent to our respective universi-
ties. My training venue was University of Miyazaki
(UoM). Miyazaki is not a well-known prefecture
compared to Tokyo or Osaka. It is located in Kyushu
Island, and it is famous for its surfing activities,
chicken nanban, mangoes, and a lot more.
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After arriving my apartment in Miyazaki, my first
impression of the surroundings were very quiet.
Scrolling around my apartment, there were no street
lights during the night. However, after few months
of living there, I think Miyazaki has the most relax-
ing vibes that other prefectures do not have. Miyaza-
ki offers tourist attractions that are less common to
people, which means I could explore the deeper
parts of Japan. Although the public transportation
from university to city centre is infrequent, but that
does not stopped me from exploring around the
amazing prefecture. Another big plus point is that
the airport is just a 40 minutes bicycle ride from my
apartment. Therefore, it is not difficult for me to
take a flight to travel around in Japan.
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Trainee life
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As for my training, I was placed under The Center
of Disease Control (CADIC) of UoM. The center has
4 departments but I only was trained in 2 depart-
ments so that I can be more focused on what I learn
in both laboratories.
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In the first half year, I was under the Laboratory
of Veterinary Public Health, under the guidance of
Prof. Naoaki Misawa. The lab mainly focus on the
Campylobacter sp., which is a foodborne pathogen to
humans by consumption of undercooked chicken
meat. In Miyazaki, there is a tradition of people eat-
ing raw chicken meat and this might cause a serious
public health problem. Research on decontamination
of Campylobacter on chicken meat using high pulsed

jet spray system (HPJSS) was performed in the labo-
ratory. Campylobacter strains with knockout gene
were also used to test its attachment ability on chick-
en skin to reduce the contamination level on skin.
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For the second half of the program, I was rotated
to the Laboratory of Veterinary Parasitic Diseases,
supervised by Prof. Ayako Yoshida. In this lab, I was
mainly focusing on detection of Toxoplasma gondii
(T. gondii) contamination. 7. gondii is a protozoan
parasite that infects warm blooded animals includ-
ing humans. Humans get infected when eating
undercooked meat that contains Toxoplasma cysts. I
learned the methods on culturing 7. gondii in
Human Foreskin Fibroblast (HFF). After bursting
from cells, the tachyzoites were harvested for the
down process application. DNA was extracted and
tested for sensitivity and specificity using realtime
PCR targeting BI gene. In addition, Picogene, a
mobile real-time PCR device was also tested for field
application later.
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The training program during COVID-19 pandemic
has not much difference, except that everyone wear-
ing a face mask. Therefore, I had no idea how they
looked like until I had a meal with them.
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Study trip
(& 1RTT)

In autumn, JVMA has organized a study trip for all
TP-FAV II trainees for 11 days. The schedule was
packed with visits and learning as well as one lei-
sure trip to Hakone. All trainees gathered together
in Fukuoka for the 21st FAVA Congress. After the
congress ended, we moved back to Tokyo and contin-
ued our trip. All trainees presented the veterinary
situation in their own countries and learning experi-
ence in their respective universities. It was a good
opportunity to get to know about other trainees and
what they had learnt. Furthermore, we also visited
National Veterinary Assay Laboratory, Fujita Phar-
maceutical Company, National Institute of Animal
Health, Mizuho farm and Shibaura Meat Sanitary
Inspection Station. In the trip, I am in awe with the
learning spirits of the trainees because everyone
actively participating in learning and asking ques-
tions.
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Say goodbye
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This year, cherry blossom bloomed early in Japan.
We are able to view the sakura before we left Japan.
Throughout this year, I felt very grateful for all the
things that I had learnt and received. This is not the
end and I believe I will come back again.
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Thanks to Prof. Naoaki Misawa and Prof. Ayako
Yoshida for being so accommodating and uncondi-
tional support during my training. Without them, I
would not be able to enjoy the training so smoothly
in Miyazaki. Thank you JVMA for placing me in
UoM according to my topic of interest. Thank you to
my fellow trainees, I learnt a lot from you, not only
the veterinary part, but also as a better human
being. Hopefully the trainees from different coun-
tries could maintain the relationship and work
together to improve the veterinary situation in the
Asian area. For more details I would humbly ask
everyone to follow my training journey here:
https://www.youtube.com/@hungwui
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Fig. 1. Closing ceremony of the 4th batch of Training Program for Asian Veterinarians (TP-FAV II)
T VT SRR BRI AR A S 4 Ao fs T

RS
ORISR

REs |l
=g

E=—V %0

X
e
e
4 .
qW ==

[ (LD

Fig. 2. Misawa sensei’ s last lecture Fig. 3. Working in the Laboratory of Veterinary
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Fig. 4. In front of Sun Messe Nichinan, Miyazaki. Fig. 5. Travel together with labmates to Kuma-
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