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Splenic Enterogenous Cysts in Eleven Slaughtered Broiler Chickens
Masumi ABE, Fukiko KIKUCHI and Yukio M SEIMIYA®

* Chicken Inspection Center, Iwate Veterinary Medical Association, 5-28-27 Mukainakano,
Morioka, 020-0851, Japan

SUMMARY

Eleven slaughtered broiler chickens, 47 to 65 days of age, affected with enterogenous cysts were subjected
to pathological investigation. All cysts were unilocular and closely attached to the spleens. Nine cases had a
single cyst, and two had two cysts. The cysts were 15 to 68 mm in greatest dimension and possessed pale
mucus in the lumina. Histologically, each cystic wall consisted of lining epithelia, subepithelial connective tis-
sue, smooth muscular tissue and fibrous capsule. Lining epithelia were simple cuboidal or columnar and often
formed villous projections. The apical parts of the columnar epithelia covering the projections were filled with
mucous granules, positive with both periodic acid-Schiff and Alcian blue pH 2.5 stains and blue with Azan stain.
The obtained results suggest that each cyst is lined with mucosa similar to the intestinal one. Focal stratified
squamous metaplasia was observed in the epithelia of one case, and hemorrhages or purulent inflammation
was found in the cysts of two cases each. —— Key words : broiler chicken, enterogenous cyst, spleen.
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