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Multifocal Epidermoid Cysts Accompanied with Ruminal Tympany
in a 36-Month-Old Holstein Cow
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SUMMARY

A 36-month-old Holstein dairy cow with loss of appetite, abomasum displacement, and ruminal tympany died
7 days after calving at a dairy farm in Nagano prefecture. Autopsy revealed extensive detachment of the rumen
mucosa and numerous nodular formations on the detached surface of the mucosa. Histologically, a large num-
ber of cysts were found in the ruminal submucosa. Chronic inflammation characterized by angiogenesis was
observed around the cyst. The cysts were lined with squamous epithelium and filled with concentrically
arranged laminated keratins. In addition, diffuse cell degeneration and necrosis were observed in the liver and
kidney. Therefore, this case was diagnosed as multifocal epidermoid cysts accompanied with ruminal tympany

in a cow. —— Key words : cow, epidermoid cyst, ruminal tympany.
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