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A Dog with Congenital Caval Foramen Hernia

Tokuyo IWATA"", Shingo MIKI”, Kyoko AKIYAMA”, Yuto INANAGA”, Mei KANZAKI",
Kiyoaki TANAKA", Yusuke OTANI® and Tadahisa MASHITA”

1) Maizuru Animal Medical Center, 8-22 Hamamachi, Maizuru, 625-0037, Japan
2) Ichigo Animal Hospital, 354-4 Isazu, Maizuru, 624-0816, Japan

SUMMARY

A case of a four-year-old spayed female Maltese presented with an acute cough. In a variety of examinations,
traumatic diaphragmatic hernia was suspected, and surgery was performed. During surgery, visual inspection
of the diaphragm confirmed intact with normal-sized vena caval foramen and a herniation of the entire right
medial liver robe through the vena caval foramen into the right thoracic cavity. The diagnosis was a caval fora-
men hernia. Contrast-enhanced computed tomography (CT) revealed a herniation of the entire right medial
liver lobe with normal branches of hepatic veins and portal veins, and surgical repair of the hernia was attempt-
ed. After successful surgical repair, the biopsied specimen from the right medial liver lobe was revealed to be
histologically normal. Contrast-enhanced CT is considered as a useful diagnostic modality for determining
treatment in dogs. —— Key words : caval foramen hernia, contrast-enhanced computed tomography, dog.
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