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<% = 1L 51 Rickettsia monacensis FF¥EHEIAEBHIAMM S N7z, RIFZEICE D, (WBE TIZENEEMNO TBD
BACHTEZRCGL2BBEIEIFTA Vb0, ENEAREO TBD 250, 4% b TBD EMIFEAEITH T RS
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OPENZB W TS ¥ A &G E (Tick-borne dis- W SIN TV LA [5, 6], HRUAOH T V7 Hiliics

BEAREL BLEBY RR RSN

ease : TBD) IS 21 HED S o TV 5. EGHEDL T
PR GSE 2 HR S, 22D ENTHAEL T3 5 D
TBD @9 %, e M/ MR AE B8 (Severe fever
with thrombocytopenia syndrome : SFTS) & 2012 4
W ENAEEBI A A S (1], DU, 4R 40 ~ 100 FEBI 23
i SN TV D (E 7R AR 2T Ik e 5624 ) 1R R A 3,
https://www.niid.go.jp/niid/ja/ydata/8114-report-ja2017-20.
html, ZH8 2019-09-28). H ASKLIEEL D JiE B I AE ~ B
BIACH Y, eDF— 12X 2017 FICITEERS
D 337 FEBI D3 Sz, oM, T4 AE, F =g
Wi ge, Je ON D FRASIC & D 2011 4F & 2013 4E I EINE
BIOAFAED TR S N7z [2] 1SR LT, R
FERNCEIPIEBI AT LT .

AARKLBEZ D KB TdH 5 Rickettsia japonica H3)5E
T297 v FTRIIZ L OB ANOFHEREZHL, £
LT T =#AETH S (3, 4] FEBIZ, HARTIE
Rickettsia heilongjiangensis \Z X % ik JURLIE 2N Py e
1R Rickettsia tamurae \Z X %) 7 v F 7 IEGHERE B 23

W T b Rickettsia helvetica X Rickettsia monacensis
X207y FTIRIENEAL TS [3,7]. Ih
LUy F T IEYYEF RIS 5 72018, @1
MRAFEOWHPERELE S TS [3,8]. 7,
5 4 L95\% Borrelia burgdorferi sensu lato, [AlJ7 24
Borrelia miyamotoi, ¥ =AW EIZ7 I LIV R
774 NVRIEYT = BANNIT 4 VA, SFTS &
T2Za A IA VARV Y VI NVAETTA YV
Yy oNvX A NVA (BUF, SFTSTA VA LT
%) BWEARTH D, 2o TBD OFW 072012 :#A
FHERAEFEIHVON TS [9-11].

YT L ICHYREE S R S 2 LM SN T
Wa A [12], Wb O S A A B I RIS 5~ 5
ZOMINLBIESEA TV RV, WEERTIE, HL v K
)AL (2003 4F) THIEMICHRE SN Twiz=kr Y
71 Cervus nippon ° 4 /) ¥ ¥ Sus scrofa ® HBEH| 2§l
BEFAIEIMERNZH D, BETL Y FUA D (2019 4) 12
BwligEr syt ans. BfE, eho®holRNT

TR UK QLI A TR R B W )
T 990-0031 ILFEH+ LM 1-6-6
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WYL 5 = 0% 87 = BT B 5k A
#£1 KBRIMH L2794~ —ROTa—T

e . Bl
; ; BRI (R T Primer L e o .
H 1y PO IEER TR (Probe) Sequence (5'to 3'") %ﬁ%:)& %2 CHk
A7) —  FEEFE  16S ribosomal  OR-F GGAGCATGCGGTTTAATTCG 120 Kawamori
=7 ;’f v 7 RNA gene ORR GCCATGCAACACCTGTGTGT et al. [8]
(Rj-VIC) VIC-CGGATCGCAGAGATG-MGB
54 L% 16S ribosomal 16S_RT F GCTGTAAACGATGCACACTTGGT 69 Barbour
iﬁ%&ﬁﬁl‘ﬁ RNA gene 16S_RT_R  GGCGGCACACTTAACACGTTAG etal. [9]
- (BB_LFAM) FAM-TTCGGTACTAACTTTTAGTTAA-MGB
(BM_VIC) VIC-CGGTACTAACCTTTCGATTA-MGB
TBEV (3' non-coding F-TBE 1 GGGCGGTTCTTGTTCTCC 68 Schwaiger
region) R-TBE 1 ACACATCACCTCCTTGTCAGACT et al. [10]
(TBE- FAM-TGAGCCACCATCACCCAGACACA-MGB
Probe-WT)
SFTSV Nucleocapsid SFTSV CATCATTGTCTTTGCCCTGA 461 Yoshikawa
protein gene NP-2F et al. [11]
SFTSV AGAAGACAGAGTTCACAGCA
NP-2R
Y—»I YkrvF Citrate gltA-Fc* CGAACTTACCGCTATTAGAATG 581  Gaowa
v A 7 I8 Sﬁthase gene, gltA-Rc CTTTAAGAGCGATAGCTTCAAG etal. [21]
g
ALY 7T Flagellin gene, BflaPAD GATCARGCWCAAYATAACCAWATGCA 453 Takano
g flaB BflaPDU AGATTCAAGTCTGTTTTGGAAAGC et al. [22]
BflaPBU, GCTGAAGAGCTTGGAATGCAACC 347
nest
BflaPCR, TGATCAGTTATCATTCTAATAGCA
nest

TBEV : # = A4 4 )V A, SFTSV : Fii 2Pk M/ IR AME B e 7 £ v 2

PR 0 e A & N O |

DEEANER S T2 (WBIRT A L) HIRFE, https:/
www.pref.yamagata.jp/kurashi/shizen/seibutsu/
7050011wildanimalresearch_report.html, Z:H# 2019-
09-28). BABWHEDOGAEEDOEILL YV DA
1% BT TiEZE L T 2 & iE, TBD FEAED e
HEEZEZ TSI ZTHEETH S [13, 14]. EBE,
ENBEAO TBD ICB LT, TABWEFRE LI2A Y
V-V OEBEENER I TS [15, 16].

HJE-Cld, T4 F T TBD OWRNBEGBILTEAE L T
W (201949 AIERD. LA L, IWBRASY =0
TBD AR RARR ZRAE L 2ME IR TED
[17], W TTBD BSANOERB L % 5 D122V T
OHMBIEZ L. F7, IWBRICART 5~ ¥ = ofiifE
BAZDWTHHEDLEATE ST, TBD Oii~s =
B, 72 21X SFTS OENEMEL SNTwWE 74 M7
F-< ¥ = Haemaphysalis longicornis ¥ 7 IT*¥ 57
~ % = Amblyomma testudinarium [18], 2SR
WA LTV A0 TH 5.

AWFFE T, IWEEICB1T % TBD FEOW RN % &
B35 3570, WEERTORE~Y Y = L OEE
BRI~ ¥ = O Z BT 5 L & BT, T~
5 =@ TBD R R T IRA IR & AT L 7.
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MR RO HTE

v 4 ZHERE 2016 4F 3 71 ~20184F 4 J1, 1B
24 MR BNT, 77 ANV EHVET D EICX
D~y = 2R L7z (1), %72, 2016 4E5 H~
20184E 10 H, BN 20 i CIREF 72 13 S
72, BLIEE = FFIVTHE L T 7B A B % Wi
LTWry=2fRIL (M1, BARMIZIE #EY
71 Capricornis crispus, 7 %/ 7 7= Ursus thibetanus,
=R TH, ROA 2 VA (b LIFENCHET
%) k5, % X F Nyctereutes procyonoides, 7 F
7= Meles anakuma, MO/ 74X Lepus brachyurus
TR S~ ¥ = 2RI L 72, TR AR AR A 2
Loy BRI, BEMREEHEOR T OB L9 L
720 AETAZOWTIE, LM RIEREICHEED HRFRIR
IRELEM 2> & ORARERILET ] % B L7z,

YA ZRBETE AT, R OAEFHEORG
L7z, BRIL 7z~ =i, EARBEMEETOBIZET,
R F —12HE - TIRRBEMICHE 2 W L7z [19]. figin
B B ERFBA R & D TREAEN 70 B W) 58 SR e ©
H o 72854, Takano & [20] O F B & 0 #IET-W
Wy = fEE L.
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WK B Yed HYERE fl
F 2 WAEBYIIN T ¥ = SR O (2016~ 2018 4F,  ILITEIR)

W A T A
vy = n NEH prx =hkvvn Trre URZ7 0 Uwwx q4ovy
(n=8) (n=4) (n=1) (n=3) _ (n=1) (n=1)
(n=2)
Y<vh=xs= 47 (9738) 5 (174 19(3.16) 13(211) 9 (3.76) 1001
vy rEwy = 26 (1.725) 26 (1.725)
FFTH= 26(13.713) 2 11 2 (2.0 918 7(7.0 624
Y< hFwy= 11 @7 11 @47
Y RT I Y = 2 072 1 (0 1) 1 (/1
7t 112 (27./85) 45(7,738) 22(5717) 13(2.711) 9@B.6) 91,78 871 6(274)

Bkt (M) 2mRd
kHETH, ZARVIH, VX IITR, A Y VREFEERNES, ¥ XF, T, TSO>S~ 5 = % R
L7

0 15 30 60 km

K1 <& =R QLBE, 2016~2018 4F).
O i~ 7 =RAUb S, A BABY Ik~ 5=
UGS, RH : ¥4 9 0 H 7 < ¥ ZHREGH N

vHE 5 OEGFHE | ERBENRERE Y K7
RYZIE2CA vFa~n—r—, HLIFHEB I
TERWVEAIE-80CT A4 —77) —F—THE L.
i~ ¥ =120 WTid, [F—8RINH R CH—~ & =flAs
15 FELL FIRIUES 78 A3 B BRE L Tl fs 7 2 fhi
L7z, 7 =%2MRNI270% =% ) — )V THE, WKW

PBS T2 ki L, &z FHMl+F v & (BlackPREP
Tick DNA/RNA Kit, Analytik jena AG, Germany) [d
MDY —ZAA) F 2 —7TYY =% L7z, DNA
JLOSRNA 2l L7z, < & = ORI 13 ¥ — Aifh
(WT-01, ¥4 7 v 7, BE) ZHz filikE 52,
RNA # §R & U TR E L3 (PrimeScript RT
Master Mix, % %1 754 *+#, #H) 2L ) MM
DNA ZF{# L7z,

Hi L7z DNA &#fkicowe, ¥ =nIba v
) 7 16S rRNA# =235 & L7z PCR [20] %5/
L, Btk % TBD RIEMAEIRTFRRICH 7.

TBDRBEHR BT AU -7 @ HARKIEE, J
A 295, WUEEL, ¥ BN, KO SFTS O k%
WH L L7z)T7TVy A LA PCR 7213 PCR 25t L 7.
UGSV 7 94 ~—, Ta—7%FK1I1IRF. PCR
IS iE~ A% —3 v 7 2 (TagMan Fast Advanced
Master Mix, Life Technologies, U.S.A. : GoTaq Col-
orless Master Mix, Promega, U.S.A.) # HWw7. #
DA FRIERK, BPUCSAZIATIIZRIZHER L 72 [8-
11]. PCR EWOEKKENICIE, ¥4 7 0F v TELIK
BhEEE (MultiNA MCE-202, MREHBIERT, »H) %
7=,

TBD iR R AEHRERN PCR RUIEERIIRE : 27
) —= v ZEERKICOWT, RUICRT T4 7=
X0 ESREM PCR 2 945 L7z [21, 22]. S4URMED 315
LNYe, FA4LV 2 Ny —o 2y I L) A
Bl geg L7z, Yo L7226 B % (GenBank acces-
sion numbers (Acc %), LC492756-1C492834) 13,
DNA Data Bank of Japan 7 = 7% 4 + (http://ddbj.
nig.ac.jp/blast/blastn?lang=ja) @ basic local align-
ment search tool (BLAST) % W CHEET— & X—
A B GRIEIEELY) & g L, YRR A AT 100% — 3 L 72
Fili & BRI R L7z,
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W~ 57 = 0~ & = A BEesieia i (R e

Y hFH=10 (6. 4) 4T HTIHT=3

(1.2

FFYHEZ10 .
(4 /6) \% )T

Yv hv4=203 (91 /112)

[=v4=F V)=F~<4=F [l=pv~4=E

M2 fid~ s =R OMBER (LIEZE, 2016 ~2018 4F).
B3 (1) 2R3

B &

VA ZOIEE 1 2016~ 2018 £ ICINTBE THRILS
7R 4 = p 258 P (HE 109 DT, M 149 L) o FE
W Z2X21RY. ¥~ <% = Ixodes ovatus 3514
D18 T% % 5D, ¥ by M=% = Ixodes monospino-
sus 12.4% L\ 7z, 2, MARODIA T HI=T
= Dermacentor taiwanensis [12] 31T B H s 2
Mo (JbAi 37.882005 B2, W% 140.079968 B Jr ML
38.080244 Ji¥, H#% 139.737925 £ : JGD2011 i #1R)
TI3fERENA (K1),

2016~ 2018 412 I EL N o 7L B W) 20 BH A & FRIL
SNFz= & =M 11208 (M 27 DT, W 85 VL) kK %
F2IRT. BABWH S L2~ ¥ ORI 5
IS H SN7298, SR TRRE~ Y [k Y~ b~
y=, e MY My =, KOFF <5 = Haemaphysa-
lis flava B AL 3 FiA Kbz, &k, FAEHWOAEIIC
b O FREO~ ¥ AR Sz (£2).

TBDREFBEEGEFRAI V- T tfidk~< ¥ =T,
A7) == v ratg e Lz~ 7 = pilt 158 PL (M 67 L,
MEQLPL) 12D\ T, [IJFETE, &=l RO
SFTSHWERD A 7 ) —= ¥ ZIZ§_RTEWLE - 72 (%
3). L2L, #BEEEY 7 v F7IE 19k (12.0%),
T A LIRERL 44 AR (27.8%) A7) —= v ZEE
Lot

PpAEE L~ 5 = Tld, ¥ =R A VAR
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#3 MAES Y RO 5 ARG R AR R T A

VARS8 5
27 ) —= v 7 n(%)
<& =f n - -
(%) HRLBEERE 74 & G
U uryF7 ke mp [BEV SFTSV
Y=k 115 4 44 0 0 0
=5 = (100)  (3.5)  (38.3)
(S0 N N A3 | 13 0 0 0 0
<~y = (100)  (61.9)
FF<TFy= 10 1 0 0 0 0
(100)  (10.0)
Y< b 9 1 0 0 0 0
<= (100)  (11.1)
Y490 3 0 0 0 0 0
r<s=  (100)
S 158 19 44 0 0 0

(1000  (12.00 (27.8)

TBEV : ¥ =4 ige™ £ v A
SFTSV : i ek i/ ISR A RE 5 BE 7 A L X

F 4 BEHPRINLT F RO 5 = B EGER EAA
BIETFAZY) —= Y THER

A7) == 7ML n(%)

1T n
YTSH (o) KUBBBE F4L B 1pnv qprsv
VroFT Rk BTG
=k 47 2 8 0 0 0
Y= (100)  (4.3)  (17.0)
vry Ry 26 20 0 0 0 0
<y = (100)  (76.9)
FFIF= 26 4 0 1 0 0
(100)  (15.4) (3.8)
Y= b 11 4 0 0 0 0
< 5= (100)  (36.4)
¥ AH Y 2 1 0 0 0 0
<~ y= (100)  (50.0)
2 112 31 8 1 0 0

(100) (27.7) (7.1 (0.9)

TBEV : ¥ =i ige™ 4 v A
SFTSV : i Pk /NGB A RE B RE 7 A L 2

SFTS VA WARTRTCAZ ) —= v FatiZo72 (R
4). L»L, KMEBEE) 7 v F 731 (27.7%),
T A NIFHEL 8 MR (7.1%), Il 1 HRAA (0.9%)
WAZ ) == Ttk k 7 5 72,

TBD REXEEN PCR RUIEERFILLE : X~
V==V IR ENGE L)y FTED D0
ALY 7EBERBPCR KLOHLNEEREN O
BLAST MR 2 2 5 IR . ABFZETIE, HAKLBE
B, T4 A9, KOBYEEOREAREE T S h g
ol

V7 FTIRO gitARHTORER, 4T ) v F 7
R E N7z (£5). AIETY~ by =h 5
S 72 BLH 4 Bk (Ace 45 LC492756-1.C492759),
L hY MY ROV R R o b SR
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WK B Yed HYERE fl
#5 Vv FTIE, KL TR PCR K UM AERCH AT 5 A

gltA flaB
~ ¥ =ff 4531
Wi~y = LR Eh I~ & = fid~ &= A g RN~ & =

Y hvsy= i 1 (R. asiatica) 0 18 (B. japonica) 0

e 2 (R. asiatica) 1 (R. asiatica) 21 (B. japonica) 1 (B. japonica)
SR N N A et i3 1 (R. helvetica) 1 (R. helvetica) — —

i 11 (R. helvetica) 17 (R. helvetica) — —
5y o — 0 — —

I 0 0 — 1 (B. sp.)
Y hFvy= Ji3 0 1 (R. helvetica) — —

i — 2 (R. sp.) — —
FARHTI=T = i3 — — — —

i — 1 (R. monacensis) — —
R. : Rickettsia, B.: Borrelia, — : PCR & hfh7 L

B3R5 PCR B8, #55IIE BLAST MidRIC & U S 2EACH 2% 100% — 8 L 72 2 775

5] 31 #A& (Ace %5 LC492760-1LC492790) X, =1
FNT — & X— R L O Rickettsia asiatica (Acc 75
AP019563), R. helvetica (Acc 7 % LC379431) O B
e —% L7 —JF, ¥~ bF~%= Haemaphysalis
japonica 7» H B X 72 B H) 2 M AR (Ace & &
LC492791, LC492792)i%, 7— % X— X _}.® Rickettsia
sp. (Acc %5 JQ697957) Lil—CThHolz. FAH I =
% = Ixodes nipponensis 7 & ¥ & L 72 B A 1 M AR
(Acc 7F 5 LC492793) X, R. monacensis (Acc F
KC993860) & —FL7z. HliZk~s =, EFAESHYRINL~
T ERDLT, M-~ =froiEF—) 7y F7
AR T A SN AENICH 72, Y I F~vy=Hh
5® R. helvetica FRWIBHICA LT, M~ 7 =25k
LTWhAEIAHIZIZ MY MY ¥ =5k, FF5<5
Z1PERLBPMLTEY, dbe by My =4Lrs
b R. helvetica FEFIAHI T w7z

KLY T flaB N OFRE, 2HoOKRL ) 7REER
T E sz (£5). RFIETYI I F=»bK
H & 7zBey) 40 Befk (Ace 75 LC492794-1.C492833)
&, B EYED Borrelia japonica (Acc 75 D82853)
(23] LEHHI—F L FFvFy=sh oMb Ihi i
51 BefE (Ace %5 LC492834) &, AR TILHRE A
AW 72 Borrelia sp. (Acc % 5 LC170025) [24] & [
—Tho7z.

Z =

AW X 0, W BT B AR L O AR B sk
° S RHUE HARKLIER, T A 296, RE, 7=
i 4¢, KO SFTS O EAREMLRTEZRE L TnEWnZ &
AR ENS. —F, —EO~ & =5 EPRERED Y
oy F T REGGE O FEAR B AR S DLk X
0, HIEE-CIZEMNEEM O TBD XA I3 5 Knwi b
BREREZ Vb0, ENE#HEO TBD % &9,

b TBD IEFIFEAIH T BN LETH L EE R
L.

MRS AT 5~ 5 =Fi a2 j038 L, TBD i E kLR
HRWZRAET S 2 &1E, SEMiic B % TBD 54
DO e % 5T 520D E % 5. TBD OH
WO B S ZIENMITE RGO TR WS 2H 5 b
DD, HARKHERIT =g, ~F=E, hr<x5=
By = BEE LThITFONRTEY, Y77
F~ ¥ = Haemaphysalis hystricis, 54 T 7%
ZOSAE BEBEMEA BB AT 5L 3N T
w5 [25]. F£7z, T4 LWRCERBIZY VY 23
% = Ixodes persulcatus, ¥ =AW EKITT 2 VY <
F=kUOY~<b~¥=, SFISIZ7% NrF <=
IANFITXRTIIT DB RENMEE ShTwD (2,
18, 25]. AFPAETIE, HAKBEREN TGOS 4 7
YHhRT oM, AR EEMEOY < My =
BRI ENT-. LarL, wihox sy = ENBEHD
TBD W EAREEFIIRAE L TCwihh oz 5%, EN
@ TBD BEOEFGEEERET L2012, EELHICH
A FABRDORERHEROBEMIPVELEZONS.

AWIFETIE, MY MR ROV b S =
51X R. helvetica, ¥ X775 < ¥ =5 IX R. monacensis
O gltA SRR A L7z (R5). Zho= ¥y =ffii
N&jlled 522 BF 258 [12], DENZBNT
LINS) T v F TR X DIRGIEATFEAET A HEMEDS
HETERV, [WEEUAOHIBIZB T, JEGED:
WD BN TS HARBEEZITTIE %L, o) ry
FT7HD RHICHI T RE 2 B2 T F N FEE T
Ty FTIBRGSERE W EE A L W REDSH L (3,
8].

EWNIZBWCTBD O HENEE > TW5b5—5T,
EHEOX Y ZHOENIAIZOWTIEHERAZ L
(17, 24]. Zo X H %, bhvbihuk, HlkFo—2
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WIS & = D & = e BEesic i PR A

FEWHTH Y, B KE2 LA D 2 IWER Tk~
FoBIET AT A BLIIHH L TWDH I E %R
L7z, 2oZdiE, WEZHHARTBIICF I ZEY
FZN5MiLTwbE e Th 2 (17, 24]. 1L
Haah il CldF~ 7 ZEm~ ¥ =R CTH 5
WA [17), FF BV HEAFEICEENHHART
A\ HARLBE AR SFTS [25] 25AKJ84ETH B Z

ENEZONT. Fz, RPEICK Y IWBEF S TR
RDIA Ty AT PRSI N (K1), bhvb
NOMBIRY, UFMEIPBIROI AT h <5 =4
BOLBRTHEEEZLO5NS. TBD##%2 59 ATV
¥ MO ENGAIZLHADERTH B, 41, EEICB
F 5= = OMBEEOIENEA T ZEPREFN
5.

ARIfFECl, WA E WIS 2~ ¥ =% A RIC
o, WEBMAIIC X > TRINS 2~ ¥ MR 25d
Bl % ROz (F2). SENEAAEESHONTE
DRI FEICL W) OWREESBETE ZW
i, BABIECAED SO ¥ ORI X ) IR~
FZDRANEAL LD EZ O DD, 7 =H
W& o TR 5 2 L O— 2R LR L
bEZoN5 [12]. AWFETIE, =K VI ROA
PVRE VEHDOARDTENG L oz, THHEAS)
MISHOBNARBBOBMPEEENTWE, AR
HEEREELT, ARV IIRA ) VIV 2RINTH<S
— DR DZAL, $5I2TBD 2 A LEL~ ¥ —HD
HIERANANDTAICERE Z o T LEDH 5.

RIFFEIZIZL R L L 3ODMAIAET 5. IZLD
12, bbUZIWBRICERT 2BE O~ T =D—0
AEFAE L2720, REERI L) IR E N O
TBD HEAKZ T AT Vi Wn) 2T LIITE
V. RIS, AREFZE TR TBD WWEAOHRE% A
& L7272, ¥ % =1k % 5 DNA & RNA O %
W L7, L722%> T, DNA® S WIZRNAIZHALL
7o S D BRI I R (R T O M K EE 7S
Lo TOWAHUREND L. RHEIC, KEFFETHZRE L7
WABHK Y ¥ = XRMRETH L7200, v F=HY
HEEARZ EEAETE L TV AAICINZ, FEY oI
WaN L CTRERZ AR RAET A ICE > 2R E 2
bNb. 728 21X, R helveticalde by Nr=¥=\|C
B LREMEFEIRREI N LA (£5) [17], AR
BIFAHY< M F<F =0 5D R. helvetica FEHIM I,
M~ = W ULBWERINL Cwiz by M=y =28
A5 R. helvetica XY~ b F< ¥ =W KFARA L7
CEDBERERBENS. DX, BERYOEE
TR (BN BZE AL ORI OBICIX
AEILEEEZOND.

KHFFEIZ LD, ¥ ZEmBESETHLINERO~< Y =
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EEINEEAI O TBD WEREE T2 RE L Tniena &
AR SNz, —FHT, —#~y =HliH S ENRRE O
D7y F T IEAHE QW R S s DLEX
D, IBRICE VT TBD 235843 2 eI G ETE
¥, SHLILNTO TBD 34K § 5 B % f R &
TlEhWwEEZ b7

51 A X ®
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SUMMARY

To investigate the possibility of tick-borne disease (TBD) occurrence in Yamagata, Japan, we attempted to
detect the specific gene of TBD causative pathogens in 158 host-seeking adult ticks and 112 adult ticks biting
wild animals in Yamagata from 2016 to 2018. Results revealed that all tick specimens were negative for the
pathogens’ gene of Japanese spotted fever, Lyme disease, tick-borne relapsing fever, tick-borne encephalitis,
and severe fever with thrombocytopenia syndrome, all of which have been reported in Japan. In contrast, the
specific gene sequence of Rickettsia helvetica was detected from 30 Ixodes monospinosus and a Haemaphysalis
japonica. That of Rickettsia monacensis was detected from an Ixodes nipponensis. Results show that TBD
known in Japan might not constitute a serious human health threat in Yamagata, but special attention is
required to monitor the occurrence of TBD, including ones that have not been reported in Japan.
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