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Thank you very much for warm introduction. I’
m Dr. Isao Kurauchi, the president of Japan Veteri-
nary Medical Association, JVMA.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation
for the opening ceremony of The 30th World Buiat-
rics Congress 2018 Sapporo, on behalf of JVMA.

Hokkaido is the most northern area in Japan.
And it is the most active dairy farming area in
Japan. It is a great honor for JVMA that the first
WBC in Asia is held here in Hokkaido, under the
auspices of our member, The Japanese Society of
Farm Animal Veterinary Medicine. I'm grateful to
Prof. Dr. Bouchard, to Prof. Dr. Tajima, and to all
other persons who contributed to host WBC 2018
Sapporo.

We believe and enhance this kind of internation-
al congress, as such event will facilitate updating
new knowledge and acquisition of new techniques
among Japanese veterinarians. JVMA have co-host-
ed the 2nd WVA-WMA Global Conference on One
Health in Kitakyushu city, Fukuoka, in November
2016. We also promote collaboration with WVA
and FAVA.

By the way, how would you guess how many cat-
tle are kept, and how many large animal clinicians
are working in limited land of Japan? The answers
are, at the point of February 2018, there are one
million three hundred twenty-eight thousand dairy
cattle, and two million five hundred fourteen thou-
sand beef cattle are kept in Japan. There are four
thousand two hundred seventy livestock practitio-
ners, which accounts for eleven percent of all vet-
erinarians in Japan. I'd like to show this statistic
for the participants of WBC 2018.

I would like to conclude my greeting with my
best wishes for further development of WBC, for
further development of buiatrics and related veter-
inary medicine in Asia.
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