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SUMMARY

A rabbit was presented with respiratory issues and regurgitation, and then died. An autopsy was performed
to investigate the pathogenesis and cause of death. The esophagus was diffuse and markedly distended and
contained ingesta. Histologically, granulomatous inflammation and perivascular cuffing of inflammatory cells
were observed in the central nervous system, including the cerebrum, midbrain, cerebellum, and nucleus
ambiguus of the medulla oblongata. A small number of cysts, which were filled with numerous oval spores,
approximately 2X1 um, were scattered throughout the inflammatory lesions. These findings were consistent
with encephalitozoonosis. It is suggested that the inflammatory lesions of the nucleus ambiguus on the
medulla oblongata were related to esophageal dysfunction, resulting in esophageal dilatation.

—— Key words : encephalitozoonosis, esophageal dilatation, rabbit.
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