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The Effect of Azithromycin Treatment on Eriodontitis Caused
by Oral Spirochetes in Dogs
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SUMMARY

Oral spirochetes existed in dental plaque and could be clearly distinguished by their characteristic morpholo-
gy and motility using a phase-contrast or dark-field microscope. Oral spirochetes are considered to be peri-
odontal disease bacteria in dogs. In this study, 33 dogs (average age 8.4 years) suffering from periodontal dis-
ease were treated with Azithromycin by oral administration for 7 days. The dental plaque was observed using
a phase-contrast microscope and the clinical effect was evaluated. As a result, a decrease in oral spirochetes
was shown in this experiment. The results for gingivitis, adhesion of dental plaque and halitosis were
improved after medication relative to before medication. These results indicated that treatment with Azithro-
mycin for periodontitis caused by oral spirochetes had a significant effect.

—— Key words : Azithromycin, oral spirochetes, periodontal disease.
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