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Outbreaks of Diarrhea Suspected to be Caused by Group C Rotavirus
in Suckling Piglets
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nomiya, 321-0905, Japan
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SUMMARY

A farrow-to-finish operation with 160 sows had periodic outbreaks of diarrhea. During the outbreaks, which
recurred every 2 to 4 weeks, only suckling piglets that were 1 to 3 days old developed diarrhea. All the piglets
that developed diarrhea were treated symptomatically and recovered in 3 to 5 days. Barely any negative effects
on mortality and daily gain were observed on the farm. Necropsies of the piglets revealed thinning of the
small intestinal wall. Histopathological examinations revealed atrophy of the intestinal villi and vacuolization
of the mucosal epithelial cells of the small intestine. Only the piglets that developed diarrhea were positive for
group C rotavirus (RVC) by RT-PCR, which suggests that the outbreaks of diarrhea were associated with RVC
infection. —— Key words : diarrhea, rotavirus, suckling piglets.
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