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Effect of Metronidazole Treatment on Periodontitis Caused by Trichomonas tenax
in Dogs and Cats

Yoshimi SAKATA" " and Pao-Li Wang”

1) Sakata Dog and Cat Hospital, 1368-12 Amagi, Asakura, 838-0068, Japan
2) Dept. of Bacteriology, Osaka Dental University, 8—1 Kusuhahanazono, Hirakata, 573-1121,
Japan

SUMMARY

In this study, we investigated the presence of oral Trichomonas in the dental plaque of dogs and cats using
phase contrast microscopy, and examined the effect of metronidazole treatment in the positive cases. Dental
plaque obtained from 65 dogs (average age 7.8 years) and 38 cats (average age 7 years) was examined. T. tenax
infection was confirmed in 27.7% of the dogs and 10.5% of the cats. This study is the first to report on oral
Trichomonas infection in Japanese dogs and cats. Treatment with metronidazole, an antiprotozoal agent, elimi-
nated oral Trichomonas in these dogs and cats and resulted in a marked improvement in gingivitis and halito-
sis. These results suggest that periodontitis caused by Trichomonas can be effectively treated with metronida-
zole. — Key words : metronidazole, periodontal disease, Trichomonas tenax.
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