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— MR R A
LGN (log CFU/100cm?)

Bt i B
1 9.6 3.9
2 9.3 <3.0
3 6.5 <3.0
4 5.0 <3.0
5 8.9 <3.0
6 6.6 <3.0
7 9.1 <3.0
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Pasteurella multocida NK130401 2,048
Staphylococcus aureus 209P 2,048
Escherichia coli JCM1649 8,192
Salmonella Enteritidis NK900103 2,048
Yersinia enterocolitica NK920223 2,048
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Studies for Hygienic Conditions of Fabric for Companion Animals
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SUMMARY

A microbiological survey was conducted to clarify the hygienic condition of fabric for companion animals,
such as dogs and cats, kept in homes in Japan. Moreover, the effect of washing was found to be reduced for
fabric contaminated microbial pathogens that were used by companion animals. The average amount of bacte-
ria and fungi in the fabrics used for two weeks to one year were 5.7 and 4.1 log CFU/100 cm® respectively. Of
the 23 samples, 10 (43.4%) were contaminated with Escherichia coli. Pasteurella multocida was isolated from
one sample (4.3%), whereas no samples contained Salmonella enterica spp. In eight of the nine samples con-
taminated with general bacteria, 4.98 to 9.59 log CFU/100 cm?, the amount of bacteria decreased to less than
the detection limit after being washed with laundry detergent for a companion animal. As some fabric samples
for companion animals were contaminated with a high rate of several species of pathogens, especially P multo-
cida, which is known to be important in zoonosis, it is necessary to maintain sanitary conditions for the fabric
of companion animals. — Key words : companion animal, contamination, detergent, fabric, pathogen.
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