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Intrathoracic Ectopic Liver in a Dog
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SUMMARY

The case was a 7-year-old female dog (Pomeranian) with a severe cough. An X-ray showed a solitary spheri-
cal mass (about 5 cm in diameter) near the caudal lobe of the right lung, and contrast-enhanced X-ray comput-
ed tomography in the venous phase showed the mass in the right thoracic cavity attached to the diaphragm,
revealed that the mass had the same characteristics as liver parenchyma, and detected the vein connecting the
mass with the native liver. The findings of imaging studies did not show a diaphragmatic hernia. During sur-
gery, the mass was found to be attached to the caudal vena cava and the diaphragm, but there were no findings
of a diaphragmatic hernia, and the connection to the native liver could not be found grossly. Histologically, the
mass comprised hepatocytes, portal structures consisting of interlobular bile ducts, interlobular arteries and
interlobular veins, and central veins. Based on the gross and histological findings, a diagnosis of intrathoracic
ectopic liver was made. —— Key words : dog, ectopic liver, thoracic cavity.
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