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Occurrence of Amyloidosis in Cattle Which Were Judged Unfit for Consumption
Through Veterinary Meat Inspection
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SUMMARY

Among 431 cattle which were judged as unfit for human consumption through veterinary inspection, visceral
organs including the heart, liver, kidneys, spleen and tongue of 19 randomly selected cattle were examined his-
topathologically and immunohistochemically. Of these 19 cases, Ten (52.6%) had AA amyloid deposits. Accord-
ing to details of condemnation, the amyloid deposition was observed in four of five cases with severe edema
(80.0%), six of 13 cases with sepsis (46.1%), and none of one case with pyemia. Those cases were all female
Holsteins 37-130 months of age. The amyloid deposition was often observed in the liver and kidney, and some
cases had the deposition in the tongue. In macroscopic findings, although two cases of the kidneys with signifi-
cant amyloid deposition were swollen and yellowish in color, noteworthy pathological changes were not
observed in the other cases. We consider that it would be necessary for further surveillance of amyloidosis
during veterinary inspection of cattle in abattoir.

—— Key words : amyloidosis, cattle, meat inspection, sepsis, severe edema.
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