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SUMMARY

The prevalence of Sarcocystis cyst (sarcocyst) in myocardium and four cuts of carcass (chuck, rib roast, flank
and round) from 30 heads of discarded dairy cattle (Holstein breed) was investigated. Sarcocysts were detect-
ed from all myocardium samples (100%) - 13 chuck (43.3%), 10 roast (33.3%), 10 flank (33.3%) and 11 round sam-
ples (36.7%). The numbers of cysts in four cuts of carcass were lower than those in the myocardium. The aver-
age number of sarcocysts detected per tissue section was 8.7 (range 1-58) for myocardium, 2.0 (1-5) for chuck,
1.1 (1-2) for rib roast, 1.9 (1-5) for flank and 1.8 (1-5) for round. We also investigated for sarcocyst contami-
nation in beef for retail purposes in a meatpacking company. Fifty-six beef specimens were derived from 26
crossbred beef cattle and 30 Japanese black beef cattle. No sarcocysts were detected in the former, but they
were found in five samples of the latter (16.7%). One, one, three, eight and 11 cysts were detected in the respec-
tive specimens. Morphological examination identified these sarcocysts as Sarcocystis cruzi.
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