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Morphological Study of the Articularis Genus Muscle of a Cat

Hideki OHNO*T, Masao OHWAKI, Naoshi NAKAJIMA, Kazuki YOSHIOKA,
Kenichiro MUTOU and Toshifumi OYAMADA

* Ohno Dog and Cat Hospital, 5-2 Kurisaki, Honjo, 367-0032, Japan

SUMMARY

The presence of the articularis genus muscle between the femur and patellae of a cat was confirmed. The
main development of this muscle occurred during the first year after birth, and it showed a tendency to be dis-
placed by adipose tissue with aging. These results may account for difficulties in locating or identifying the
muscle. The distribution density of the muscle spindles was higher than that seen in the quadriceps femoris
muscle and they remained among the adipose tissue that filled the muscle tissue. It was suggested that the
articularis genus muscle has a function as a kinesiological monitor rather than as that related to the tension of
the knee joint capsule.

——Key words : articularis genus muscle, fatty metamorphosis, kinesiological monitor, muscle spindle, tendon spindle.
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