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Evaluation of Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response (BAER)
in Dogs with Middle/Inner Ear Diseases

Toru OSAMURA*, Miyoko SAITOT, Kazuhiko NAMIKAWA and Hideharu OCHIAI

* School of Veterinary Medicine, Azabu University, 1-17-71 Fuchinobe, Sagamihara, 229-8501,
Japan

SUMMARY

Abnormal brainstem auditory-evoked responses (BAER) were recorded in five dogs with suspected mid-
dle/inner ear diseases. BAER abnormalities were consistent with conductive, cochlear sensorineural, or retro-
cochlear sensorineural hearing impairment, and these results enabled us to reveal otitis media, interna, or
brainstem disease, respectively. Since BAER can be obtained from a dog with no or only mild sedation, this
test was useful, especially in a situation where general anesthesia is undesirable or repeated examinations are
needed. Our results indicated that BAER is of great value in helping to arrive at a diagnosis or in conducting
a follow-up evaluation of middle/inner ear diseases in dogs where the lesion localization was in the auditory
pathway. —— Key words : BAER, brainstem disease, otitis media/interna.
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